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 Cliff Warren, Principal of Colleton County High School, 
has made a permanent impression upon Colleton County 
School District and the entire community.  
Born in 1969, the youngest of 4 children to 
Jean and James Warren and raised and educat-
ed in Colleton County, Cliff represents  some of 
the best qualities found only in the Lowcoun-

try.  
Cliff graduated from Walterboro High School in 1987; after 
graduating from Limestone College, Cliff returned to Walter-

boro and dedicated his professional career to 
the community he knew so well by giving back to the school 
district that left an indelible impression on him.  
Mr. Warren resides in the county along with his lovely wife 
Hope, and daughter, Amber. As a teacher, coach, mentor, 
husband, father, and  friend: Cliff has embraced the educa-
tional experience, moving from teacher 
in the classroom to the principal of one 

of the largest high schools in the state.   
Mr. Warren embodies the qualities that inspire and 
motivate others to want to work hard and excel.  Ask 
any of those who work on his administrative team! As 
Charles Locklair, Dean of the School of Leadership 
and Public Service, put it: “He is an outstanding 
member of an elite group of passionate professionals 
whose vision inspires dedication, loyalty, and purposeful  hard work from 

others .”  
 

Cliff’s leadership is respected and admired. “In the years 
that I have known him, Mr. Warren has been extremely fair 
with students, parents, and faculty; and student perfor-
mance and school safety rank as his highest priorities,” 
states Andy Kubik, Dean of the School of Health and Hu-
man Services.  He goes on to add, “Mr. Warren is straight-
forward, honest, and 
deliberate with regards to 
decisions affecting stu-
dents and staff.”  Dean of 
the School of HEAT, Wil-
liam Hayden, agrees: “As 

a champion for public education, Cliff is 
a major asset to our county.  I am hon-
ored to be on his team.”   
Dr. Melissa Crosby, Dean of Cougar 

New Tech, said it this way: “Without question, Mr. 
Warren has been a positive influence in my life. His 
door is always open and he can be counted upon to 
be honest and forthright. He is an example to all.”  
 

Students and their academic achievement occupy the 
majority of his focus.  Some would say he is student 
oriented and driven. But this above all is what 
makes him successful at what he does every 
day: he is available to all of his stakeholders – 
he comes to work early, leaves late, and rare-
ly misses work.  He sets an example and lives 
by it.  

Cliff Warren: True Blue Leadership  FEATURING:  

COLLETON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL  

School  of Humanities & Arts 
Freshman Academy 

School of Hospitality,  
Engineering, Agriculture,  

& Technology 

HEAT 



On the  Lighter Side 

 Bus Driver Recognition - October 
Three bus drivers are recognized for the month of October from the Transportation De-
partment.  Mrs. Catherine Folk-Williams has driven a bus for 20 years. Aside from 
being a jovial person, Catherine reaches out to management and her fellow employees by 
assisting them with making sure that all students’ needs are met.  Ms. Vickie Mixson 
has driven a bus for 32 years. In addition to driving a bus, Ms. Mixson serves as a class-
room aide during the day.  The third driver to be recognized this month is Ms. Susan 
Fryar. A driver for 36 years, Ms. Fryar has spent most of her career driving in the 
Smoaks/Ruffin area. She is a certified Behind the Wheel Trainer, and she assists the 
Transportation Department in keeping bus drivers up to date with their bi-annual safety 
assessments.  Colleton County is proud of all of our drivers, but we are especially pleased 
to recognize the outstanding drivers each month. Keep up the great work! 
 

Bus Driver Recognition - September 
The Transportation Department is pleased to announce 3 drivers for 
September’s monthly recognition: First is Ms. Rebecca Kelly, a 30 
year  veteran driver. She drives bus route #37 and considers her job  
to  be a serious undertaking.  This mother of six is valued by her fel-
low drivers and the district. The second driver recognized  in Septem-
ber is Ms. Cathy Singleton, a veteran driver for 33 years and a 
mother of 3 children. She is assigned to bus route #33 and takes her 
job of bus driving to be a favorite but serious undertaking.  The third 

driver for this month is Ms. Bertty Williams. This mother of 3 has been a driver for 15 
years.  Always fair and consistent, Ms. Williams works to solve any problems she encoun-
ters on her bus.   Colleton County School District congratulates these three fantastic bus 
drivers for TEAM Colleton. 

Freshmen Academy 
By Uirica Bodison, Dean 

The Freshmen Academy is off to a 
great start and I am excited to be a 
part of it. The academy is comprised of 
a pool of teachers, who are energetic, 
innovative and who are just as excited 
as I am.  

Kaneka Jackson serves as the 9th grade 
counselor and we have an enrollment 
of 542 students. Our focus for this year 
includes decreasing the number of 
discipline referrals and increasing stu-
dent achievement for the freshmen 
population through mentor initiatives 
and yearlong core classes.   

The students have settled in and have 
become acclimated to their new envi-
ronment, and they, too, are excited 
about the benefits the academy has to 
offer! 

A linguistics professor  

A linguistics professor was lectur-

ing his class one day. “In English,” 

he said, “A double negative forms 

a positive. In some languages, 

though, such as Russian, a double 

negative is still a negative. Howev-

er, there is no language wherein a 

double positive can form a nega-

tive.” A loud voice from the back of 

the room piped up, “Yeah, right.” 

 Political decisions regarding public education in our state and in our district 
will be impacted in the voting booth this year, and you are encouraged to 
take an active role in the decision making. This is an opportunity to make 

your voice heard because voting matters.  
Make your vote count November 4, 2014. For information on how to vote 

in South Carolina, visit www.SCvotes.org 

Election Day  

 November 4, 2014 

 Ms. Syeda Madiha, a student in our sci-
ence department and daughter of Mrs. 
Khaisar, was selected from 75 students in 
the state to attend a national leadership 
conference in the Medicine and Healthcare 
Program at American University of Medical 
Science in Washington DC this past sum-
mer. 

Students attending this 
program were taught 
types of suturing and 
incubation for emergen-
cy services.  They were 
also given the opportuni-
ty to discuss problems 
and  problem-solving strategies with physi-
cians.  Out of the 6 groups present at the 
conference, Syeda's group won the project's 
problem-solving challenge and the NSLC 
foundation donated $10,000 toward their 
project. 
 
Coach Brian Reid, physical  science and 
physics  teacher,  was  very busy this past 
summer: He ran the Herpetofauna 
(reptile and amphibian) study for Santee 
Wildlife Reserve. He was named Wildlife 
Biologist and Assistant Land Manager at 
McAlhaney Nature Preserve in Grover, SC. 
In addition to teaching and coaching at 
CCHS,  he also serves as USC Salk Biology 
Professor. 

The United States Army Research, Develop-
ment and Engineering Command recognized 
Ms. Rachana Bhonsle for her service as a 
U.S. Army eCYBERMISSION virtual judge 
in the 2013-14 competition and her generous 
support of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics education for America’s 

youth. eCYBERMISSION is 
one of the Army Education-
al Outreach Programs. With 
her help, a record number 
of 22,095 Mission Folders 
were reviewed and scored 
representing 15,855 stu-
dents from across the Unit-
ed States, U.S. Territories 
and Department of Defense 

Education Activity (DoDEA) schools.  Be-
cause of volunteers like Ms. Bhonsle, the 
eCYBERMISSION is successful in its mis-
sion of demonstrating the importance of 
STEM to the future leaders of our nation.  
 
 Mrs. Bhonsle recently received a Certifi-
cate of Contribution from the Office of In-
structional Practices and Evaluations, where 
she served on the Science and Engineering 
Practices (SEPs) Team in a collaborative 
effort with the SCDE to develop instructional 
support documents for the South Carolina 
Academic Standards and Performance Indi-

cators for Science 2014.   

OUTSTANDING in the 

FIELD 



 Proficiency-Based Education 

Colleton County School District will offer courses for credit at the middle school, 
high school, and adult education levels. Credit means a student meets the require-
ments of the course; and if the course is a Carnegie Unit awarding course, the stu-
dent will be awarded a Carnegie Unit. Generally, successful completion of middle 
school courses assures promotion to the next grade and do not award Carnegie 
Units. Proficiency based credit may benefit the student in that he/she may earn the 
credit without the traditional seat time requirement, and credit may be earned with-
out following the formal course calendar.  

Proficiency based courses are targeted for students in basically three situations:  (1) 
Credit Recovery for students who have previously completed a course but were not 
awarded credit; (2) Initial Credit for students who need a course to stay on track for 
graduation or to acquire desired learning in a specific content area that cannot be 
worked into the student’s regular courses of study; (3)  Dropout prevention for stu-
dents who are at risk of dropping out of school for reasons such as being overage for 
their grade level, previous illness, caring for family, etc.  These courses may be of-
fered free of charge to the student when they are assigned by the school.  The school 
may charge when the course is in addition to the courses assigned by the school.  

Submit your News or Notes today to http://www.colletonsd.org/TALKS! 

 Applying science and engineering  
practices in the science classroom 

with Ms. Bhonsle 

Ms. Bhonsle’s Chemistry students got in-
volved in scientific investigation and de-
signing process. The purpose of one such 
activity was to design and construct the 
tallest free standing tower from a single 
sheet of construction paper and 30 cm of 
tape.  
 
Students applied science and engineering 
practices and represented the skills and 
knowledge necessary for scientists and en-
gineers to accomplish what they do. They 
learned to plan ahead, to work well as a 
team, to communicate, to collaborate, and 
to compete with other teams. They were 
actively engaged in asking questions, com-
municating information, using mathemati-
cal and computational thinking, analyzing 

and interpreting data, 
and developing a model.  

The winning team’s tow-
er was 185 cm tall. Win-
ning team members 
were John Bucklew, 
Elizabeth Chewing, and 
Kaci Kornahrens. 

Cougar New Tech:   
Innovation and Excellence 

by  Dr. Melissa  Crosby, Dean 
 

After a year of many firsts: the first New Tech 
school in South Carolina, the first one-to-one, 
blended learning environment in the district, 
and the first fully integrated project-based 
learning school in the area, Cougar New Tech 
continues to plow new ground as it seeks to 

obtain its vision.  As the second year opens for Cougar New Tech, our pioneers are 
showing great promise. 
 Each student is evaluated in every New Tech course in five areas: content 
knowledge and thinking, written communication, oral communication, collabora-
tion, and agency. During the first nine weeks, facilitators have purposefully de-
signed experiences to educate students on the grade level expectations associated 
with each of the five school-wide learning outcomes with a high concentration on 
agency. 
 You might ask, "What is agency?" On the surface, agency can be described 
as a student's ability to meet deadlines and complete assignments; however, in New 
Tech schools, students are also required to review work, reflect on errors, revise 
work, and demonstrate personal growth. During the first quarter, facilitators have 
been encouraging students at every juncture to develop the type of growth mindset 
that will ensure continual improvement throughout the school year. Proudly, ninety
-two percent of our students are meeting or exceeding the standards we set in agen-
cy.  This translates to increased on-task behavior and meaningful classroom interac-
tions because students are prepared to learn and willing to adjust their thinking to 
allow for improvement.  
 Cougar New Tech enjoyed several cultural mile-
stones among its stakeholders during the past fifteen 
months.  First, we successfully integrated two grade levels 
as we strive to become a 9-12 school-within-a-school.  Sec-
ondly, the school has an incredible amount of parental sup-
port as our parents truly partner with us to assure a quality 
education for our students, serving as volunteers in our 
school, as members of our Parent Support Group, and the 
Director's Advisory Council. In addition, the business com-
munity lends regular support for our school by providing 
experts to serve in our classrooms, evaluating the quality of 
our projects, and sharing networking opportunities which 
have led to several meaningful projects. 
 It is our sincere hope that we will continue to grow 
and develop into a school which will demonstrate Colleton 
County School District's commitment to innovation and excellence.  

 Act 155– Diploma 

Request 

 The South Carolina 

General  Assembly ’s 

removal of the exit exam 

as a requirement for 

graduation begins with 

the graduating class of 2015. If an individual 

completed school between 1990 and 2014 and 

had the required course units for graduation 

and did not receive a diploma because of  not 

passing the exit exam (BSAP or HSAP), he/

she may petition the school board to be 

awarded a high school diploma. District 

officials ask that the request be submitted by 

December 1, 2015. Please contact Colleton 

County High School’s guidance department to 

ask for a copy of the form to complete to apply 

for a high school diploma. Once completed, 

the form may be submitted to the Colleton 

County High School Guidance Department or 

mailed to Ref: Diploma, Colleton County High 

School, Cougar Nation Dr., Walterboro, SC 

29488, e-mailed to Diploma@colletonsd.org 

or faxed to the attention of Diploma, 843-782

-0043. Questions should be directed to 

Beverly Haynes, 782-0038, ext.  53128.   

          Dr. Crosby 



School Of HEAT  -  FIRED UP!  
by William Hayden, Director 

The School Of HEAT continues to be “Blazing A Path To Suc-

cess” at both CCHS and TCTC during the 2014-2015 school year!  

We are very proud of our students of the month for October 

2014: Kirsten Linz (TCTC) and Tia Chisolm (HEAT).  In recent 

news, the Auto Tech program received NATEF certification 

which is a major accomplishment.  We are currently working on 

establishing college credit for students in the Early Childhood 

Education program and converting the Carpentry program into a 

diversified Building Construction program.  The Business pro-

grams and the Computer programs will have access to tablets at 

CCHS this year.  The School Of HEAT is honored to have an out-

standing faculty and staff with students dedicated to excellence 

and success!! 

HEAT - October Students of the Month 

Visit to the SC Supreme Court  

Mrs. Goodwin’s Honors American Government class of thirty 

students went to the South Carolina Supreme Court House on 

September 24, 2014. The class went as part of the Class Action 

Program which is designed to bring students to the Supreme 

Court to hear oral argument. The case that took place was about 

a teacher who was part of the PACE program and was fired from 

her job halfway through the year. After the case was over, the 

justices and lawyers stayed and answered any questions that the 

students had. The students ended the day with a nice meal at 

California Dreaming.  

 SHHS and Project Lead the Way                                   

by Andy Kubik, Dean 
The School of Health and Human Services  is very excited 

about the new opportunities that we are working on for the fu-

ture of our students. We are in the process of preparing course 

offerings, receiving necessary training, and purchasing supplies 

for the Project Lead the Way program of Biomedical Scienc-

es.  

Project Lead the Way has long been noted as providing pro-

grams that feature rigorous training in STEM-based curriculum. 

With its hands-on project-based experiences, students will be 

exposed to areas of science and technology associated with the 

field of health science.  

Beginning 2015-2016, students may request Principles of Bio-

medical Sciences, the first course in the Biomedical Sciences 

program. In following years, we will be offering the complemen-

tary courses Human Body Systems, Medical Interventions, and 

Biomedical Innovation.  

PBIS at CCHS 

 by Uirica Bodison, Dean 
PBIS Celebrations are held quarterly at 

CCHS. Beginning on the first day of school 

during advisory, students are introduced to 

the PBIS Matrix for CCHS. Teachers are 

given lesson plans for every expectation 

that the students are held accountable for 

while at school and a schedule of set times 

to cover the objectives from the lesson 

plans with their students.  

Within the first two weeks of school, a PBIS 

Kick-Off Celebration is held in the gym for 

the entire student body free of charge. Dur-

ing this event, students are reminded of the 

importance of meeting the expectations of 

the PBIS matrix and they are informed of 

the various incentives and rewards, such as 

invitations to other PBIS events and Cou-

gar merits. The criteria for participation in 

each quarterly event are based upon stu-

dent data or goals set by the administrative 

team.   

We had a total of 1145 students to qualify 

for the Powder Puff game that was held on 

Thursday, October 23, 2014. Everyone at-

tending the event enjoyed the competitive 

competition between the Junior and Senior 

girls, as well as the half-time performance 

by the cheerleading team composed of jun-

ior and senior boys. The Seniors at CCHS 

were proud to be announced winners of the 

game for the 3rd consecutive year.  

The planned events for this school term are 

the following: 

1st Qtr: Powder Puff Game – Jr vs. Sr 
2nd Qtr: Talent Show 

3rd Qtr: Field Day 

4th Qtr: DJ Dance 

Teacher Cadets  gain practical knowledge 
 
Teacher Cadets are gearing up for their five week field experi-
ence that will begin the end of November.  In preparation for this 
extensive study, the Cadets have completed a number of activi-
ties and projects to extend their knowledge of the learning pro-
cess and a variety of student needs.  One such activity is 
"Walking in Another's Shoes,” which requires the Cadets to sim-
ulate physical disabilities in order to 
gain a greater understanding and 
sensitivity for students who cope 
with physical handicaps everyday.   

During the next few weeks, the Ca-
dets will be visiting several schools 
in Colleton County and studying the 
different learning opportunities that 
are available throughout the state of 

South Carolina. 



 Links to outstanding performances: 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B2_wo_lrYw 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VY_UeCZAtQ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfkwDImYEe8 
 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5auiuda2m3q5wyu/AAB-
qTG8n4tNWKwYwdI7ag7Ha?dl=0 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=lInPlT6micE&list=UU66ojII7mZyN4RoB4QXfgJA 

Geography  Joke 

TEACHER : Maria, go to the map and find North America.  
MARIA : Here it is!  
TEACHER : Correct. Now class, who discovered America?  
CLASS : Maria!   

 

Pictured: 

CCHS Students at State Supreme Court 

CCHS Award-Winning Band of Blue (4) 

CCHS Mole Day 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B2_wo_lrYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VY_UeCZAtQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfkwDImYEe8
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5auiuda2m3q5wyu/AAB-qTG8n4tNWKwYwdI7ag7Ha?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5auiuda2m3q5wyu/AAB-qTG8n4tNWKwYwdI7ag7Ha?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lInPlT6micE&list=UU66ojII7mZyN4RoB4QXfgJA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lInPlT6micE&list=UU66ojII7mZyN4RoB4QXfgJA
file://s://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B2_wo_lrYw


Colleton County High School 

frequently hosts district and 

local events, such as the 

Back to School Bash 

(pictured, top). 

While remaining focused on 

student achievement using 

technology and creativity 

(mid-field, 3), CCHS is also 

the home of the award-

winning Band of Blue (lower 

right, 2)! 
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848 FREE books were 

distributed to CCSD 

families. By Title I! 

Celebrated annually on October 23 from 6:02 

a.m. to 6:02 p.m., Mole Day commemorates 

Avogadro's Number (6.02 x 10 23), which is a 

basic measuring unit in chemistry.  


