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Learning New Things: 
Black Street Early Childhood Center 
 

Black Street Early 

Childhood Center, 

the academic home 

base for 414 three-, 

four-, and five-year 

olds and 52 adults, 

is an exciting and fun place to be these days! Black Street stu-

dents love school and their enthusiasm and energy are conta-

gious. Expectations are higher and the focus is student growth 

and achievement. “Even though we have raised the stakes and 

rigor for students here,” one teacher reports, “we teachers all 

have the need to make a difference in children’s lives.  We want 

to ensure that all students are exposed to every learning oppor-

tunity because they need and deserve it.”   

The level of student performance is directly related to 

the demonstrative characteristics of very effective 

teachers at Black Street. “Teachers here have an 

abiding belief in the value of their contributions to their 

students and to Black Street,” states Principal Barbara Kulisek. 

Being a good early childhood educator does take passion, pa-

tience, perseverance, and pragmatism. In addition, the most 

effective teachers have sound knowledge of subject matter; are 

organized and thorough in planning instruction; take personal 

interest in each child; develop a caring, nurturing, safe class-

room environment; and demonstrate love and enthusiasm for 

learning. 

In addition to the dedicated and hard-working staff, Black Street 

has implemented several new initiatives that promote student 

achievement and success:  

1. The Discovery 

Room, facilitated by 

Mrs. Alana Lane, was 

added this year and is 

arranged in activity 

centers. Here students 

are given the hands-

on opportunity to ex-

plore and create letters with clay, building structures, and STEM 

activities and robotics.  Students practice math facts with manip-

ulatives, solve puzzles, read independently, and practice 

math, reading, and science on the computer. Students learn 

best by doing and they really enjoy their time in this action-

filled room. students have. 

2. The Media Center, facilitated by 

paraprofessional Mrs. Wanda Williams, 

has been updated and is an active place for 

students to learn.  It, too, is set up in centers 

through which students rotate. In addition to 

checking out books, students are able to 

supplement their learning with additional 

practice and 

exposure to grade level content.  

Some of the more popular centers 

in the media center are the writing 

center, the computer center, word 

games and math games.  Mrs. 

Wanda Williams, spends the time 

it takes to really get to know the students, and they just love 

her attention! 

3. Supplemental software, Read-

ing Eggs and Education City, 

provides students an additional 

academic dose in core content to 

improve student literacy, math and 

science.  

In addition,  Black Street is very 

fortunate to have the assistance of 

a reading coach every day.  The 

reading coach provides model 

lessons for teachers, staff development in the writing process, 

and lesson plans for the Media Center and the Discovery 

Room. Plans are in the works to 

bring on a part time intervention-

ist to work with small groups of 

struggling students. 

 Providing students the very best 

education in a safe and happy 

environment is the mission of Black Street Early Childhood 

Center. School is fun, and it is apparent to anyone who 

spends just a little bit of time observing the operations at 

BSECC. What a great place to learn and grow!  



A Kindergarten teacher was ob-

serving her classroom of children 

while they were drawing. She 

would occasionally walk around to 

see each child's work. 

As she got to one little girl who 

was working diligently, she asked 

what the drawing was.  

The girl replied, "I'm drawing 

God."  

The teacher paused and said, 

"But no one knows what God looks 

like." 

Without missing a beat or looking 

up from her drawing, the girl 

replied, "They will in a minute."  

On the Lighter Side Dr. Antonio Sellers, Assistant Principal 
 
Dr. Antonio Sellers is a native of Savannah, GA, and a proud 
product of Savannah-Chatham County Public School System 
(Class of 1995 graduate of A.E. Beach High School).  Dr. Sellers is 
currently serving in his third year in the capacity of an Assistant 
Principal with Colleton County School District, Walterboro, 
South Carolina. Dr. Sellers has a sincere desire to make a differ-
ence in the lives of all the students that he serves by endeavor-
ing to educate the whole-child by attending to their academic, 
social, and career needs.   
 

Dr. Sellers career in education spans over fourteen years as an Assistant Principal, Guid-
ance Counselor, Teacher, and Behavioral Specialist. Dr. Sellers is certified and hold pro-
fessional educator licenses with the states of South Carolina and Georgia. He is a proud 
Graduate of the Assistant Principal Program for Leadership Excellence, Office of Leader 
Effectiveness, and South Carolina Department of Education.  
 
During the span of his career as an Assistant Principal, Guidance Counselor, and teacher 
the schools that he has served experienced numerous academic success stories that 
have paved the way to a bright future for students. Dr. Sellers is an Educational Leader 
that cares deeply about the educational experiences of ALL children.  

Principal Barbara Kulisek 

When you ask Barbara Kulisek, 

Principal of Black Street Early Child-

hood Center, about her first teach-

ing experience, she will tell you it 

happened when she was in kinder-

garten. “My first experience was 

teaching my classmates how to tie 

their shoes.  I don’t know if this 

event is what propelled me into 

education,” she explains, “but I 

know I do have the endless passion and love for children.”  And it 

is evident when she goes into classrooms that she is exactly 

where she wants to be – sharing the joy of learning with our 

youngest students. “I knew when the opportunity presented 

itself, Black Street  is where I needed to be.” 

Ms. Kulisek attended USC-Aiken and graduated with a Bachelor 

of Arts degree in Early Childhood Education. She went on to re-

ceive a Masters in elementary education and, after encourage-

ment from her principal, she earned a Masters in Educational 

Administration. In addition to her administrative credentials, Ms. 

Kulisek has also served as a literacy coach, teaching her to build 

relationships with teachers and learned the skills to become a 

better educator for adults.  “Teaching and learning has always 

been a personal focus for me,” states this National Board Certi-

fied teacher, “and I had an insatiable need to learn more 

about teaching children how to read. Now, I have a Masters 

plus 30 hours in language and literacy.” In addition, she states, 

“I believe that  every child can learn. As educators we need to 

find what works for them.  My focus for Black Street is to have 

every child leave here as good readers, writers, and in the 

words of a student, good ‘mathers.’”  

Ms. Kulisek is proud of her entire Black Street staff and the 

work they are doing for children.  They spend hours together 

analyzing data to provide targeted small group instruction, 

creating integrated curriculum, and designing and promoting 

an inviting learning environment where students feel safe to 

take academic risks.  “I am working to help my teachers be-

come more reflective and to have everything we do be pur-

poseful and intentional.  I want 

to provide my teachers with a 

voice and with the knowledge to 

talk about what they are doing 

with their students and, more 

importantly, why and how this 

will help improve student 

achievement.”  Working togeth-

er, there is little doubt they will 

succeed in their mission “to de-

velop lifelong learners in a safe 

and happy school.” 



The Holiday Spirit 
 
Forest Hills Elementary School would 
like to give a HOLIDAY SHOUT OUT to 
the Bank of Walterboro, the Rotary, 
and Lowcountry Environmental for 
supporting the Angel Tree children 
from FHES.  Because of their generos-
ity, the holiday will be a lot brighter 
for many of the children represented 
on the tree! Thank you! 
 
Cottageville Elementary School par-
ticipated in the Helping All Neighbor-
hoods Food Drive held in conjunction 
with the Colleton County Sheriff’s 
Department and United Way.  CES 
collected 440 canned and dried 
goods.   Way to go, CES! 
 
Bells Elementary School had 66 stu-
dents on their Angel Tree and all of 
these children  were provided pre-
sents from local churches, teachers,  
district office staff, and community 
members! 
 
Hendersonville Elementary is having 
a canned food drive sponsored by the 
G.R.E.A.T. program students as their 
community service project. Mrs. Ste-
phens is the sponsor for the Angel 
Tree at Hendersonville (the students 
will receive their packages with hot 
chocolate and cookies December 19), 
and Mrs. McMillan and the 3rd and 
4th graders put on a Christmas per-
formance of the TOYS! The Night 
They Come Alive  the evening of De-
cember 11th.  We are so proud of our 
students at HES! 

The Amicettes of Pi Theta Zeta of 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. in collabo-
ration with Colleton County First 
Steps Program conducted a sock 
drive at Colleton County Middle 
School. The school-wide initiative 
began November 18, and ended De-
cember 12. With the help of faculty, 
staff and students, the Amicettes 
were able to donate over 600 pairs of 
socks for infants and toddlers. The 
sixth grade homeroom of Mrs. Ann 
Henson was awarded a pizza party for 
donating 185 pairs. Good job, CCMS! 

It’s holiday fat gain season, a time when 
nearly everyone packs on a few pounds. 
Rather than joining the masses and loosen-
ing your belt another notch, use these 5 
Holiday Fat Loss Hacks and avoid putting on 
a single pound.  

Holiday Fat Loss Hacks 
 #1: Eat a sensible meal before the party. 
You should always arrive at parties with a 
full stomach. I realize that this goes against 
the popular trend of starving yourself be-
fore a party, and that’s exactly why most 
people gain weight.  
Since your stomach will be full, you’ll have 
the clarity to pick and choose the treats 
that you really want, rather than stuffing 
yourself with everything in sight.  
 
#2: Bring a healthy dish to share. 
Don’t worry if the party that you’re going to 
isn’t a potluck—the hostess will love you 
for being so thoughtful, and you’ll have a 
healthy option to enjoy.  
A roasted veggie salad, a hummus platter, 
or an arrangement of fresh fruit are all deli-
cious, healthy dishes that are filled with 
fiber and would be a welcome addition to 
any holiday menu.  
 
#3: Never drink calories. 
Do you realize how quickly calories add up 
when you’re slurping them out of a cup? 
Alcoholic beverages and sweet holiday 

drinks are simply packed with calories. 
These calories don’t take up much 
room in your stomach so you’re left 
wide open for even more calories.  
Your best strategy is to avoid these 
beverages altogether, and stick with 
water. Aim to drink 2-3 glasses of water 
at the party.  
 
#4: Fill your plate, but only once. 
I’m certainly not going to tell you that 
you shouldn’t eat anything at the party. 
By all means, go and fill up your plate. 
But only once.  
That’s right, you heard me. No going 
back for seconds. Since you’ve already 
eaten a sensible meal before arriving, 
this rule is going to be easier to keep 
than you think.  
 
#5: Taste dessert, just a taste.  
The holidays are all about sweet treats, 
so go ahead and partake. But just a 
taste. Look at desserts as something to 
savor, not something to fill up on.  
And since you ate a sensible meal be-
fore you came, then you filled up your 
dinner plate once you’re probably go-
ing to be pretty full at this point any-
way.  
That’s it—all you need to know to not 
gain a single pound at holiday parties.   
from: Josh Smith, Bodysmith Fitness   

New School Board Members 

We  welcome three new board members to the Colleton County School 

District’s Board of Education. These three new members join the four 

veterans on the board: Ms. Mary Jones,  Dstrict 5;  William Bowman, 

District 7;  PA Pournelle, District 3; and Charles Murdaugh, District 1.  

Ms. Darlene Miller 

District 4  
Mr. Tim Mabry  

District 2 

Mr. Harry Jenkins, 

former CCSD 

principal, District 6.   

http://bodysmithfitness.com/


CCHS Chorus Performs 

The CCHS Chorus sang at Pruitt 

Health, which was formally 

known as Oakwood Nursing 

Facility. The chorus entertained 

the residents with holiday mu-

sic on Monday, December 15. 

The chorus is also performing a 

benefit concert on December 

19 for the school to raise mon-

ey for the Kermit Trevor Hud-

son Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

High School Honors 
 

Hearty congratulations to 
Trevor Lemar Owens, a 
junior at Colleton County 
High School. who has 
been selected as one of 
two SC state delegates to 
the 53rd Annual United 
States Senate Youth Pro-
gram (USSYP) that will be 
held March 7-14, 2015, in 

Washington, D.C.  In addition to this pres-
tigious honor, he will be awarded a $5,000 
scholarship.  
     Each year this extremely competitive 
merit-based program brings 104 of the 
most outstanding high school students – 
two from each state, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Department of Defense Educa-
tion Activity – to Washington, D.C., for an 
intensive week-long study of the federal 
government.  The overall mission of the 
program is to help instill within each class 
of USSYP student delegates more profound 

Support the Kermit Trevor Hudson Memorial Fund 

The Kermit Trevor Hudson Memorial Fund has been established to provide programs to honor the 
goals, accomplishments, and memory of Kermit Trevor Hudson.  The goal is to create endowed schol-
arships at Charleston Southern University and USC Salkehatchie and to establish an award to be given 
at Colleton County High School. Donations are being accepted at Colleton County High School.  Please 
visit the website www.kthMemorial.com for additional information. 

Trevor OwensTrevor OwensTrevor Owens   

knowledge of the American political pro-
cess and a lifelong commitment to public 
service. In addition to the student dele-
gates attending Washington Week, The 
Hearst Foundation, sponsors of the pro-
gram, will provide each of the 104 stu-
dent delegates with a $5,000 undergrad-
uate college scholarship with encourage-
ment to continue their educational 
coursework in government, history and 
public affairs. Transportation and all ex-
penses for Washington Week will be pro-
vided by The Hearst Foundation.   
      Trevor is the son of Tracy Owens of 
Green Pond, South Carolina.  He serves as 
Vice-President of the Colleton County 
Chapter of the Health Occupation Stu-
dents of America organization. Trevor 
hopes to attend Clemson University after 
graduation focusing his studies in the 
areas of medicine or political science.  His 
hobbies include playing the piano and 
doing volunteer work for his church and 
the county’s Adopt A Highway program. 

 Former CCHS Student  Recognized 
 
Twelve students from the South Carolina Governor’s School for the 

Arts and Humanities (SCGSAH) were named 2015 National Young 

Arts Foundation winners. Summer Standiford, former student 

at CCHS who now attends SCGSAH, is one of the 12  to have earned 

this prestigious recognition.  This is a high honor as YoungArts 

awards serve as the first round of selections for the Presidential 

Scholars program.  

Summer was awarded for her work in Creative Non-fiction. As a YoungArts award win-

ner, she will receive a monetary award, Certificate of Achievement, a medallion, a Recom-

mendation Letter and will be invited to participate in regional programs. Fewer than 80 

students from throughout the US were chosen for YoungArts Writing awards. 

Summer Standiford 

TCTC Announces Students of 

the Month for December:  

David Arden  Wine  
TCTC Student of the Month 

Sarah Jean Hall 
HEAT Student of the Month 


